
Autumn 1 – Black History Month (October)  
 

Text (4xweek)  Poetry 

(1xweek) 
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These children and animals are all 

very different to each other. Some 

are big, some are small. Some are 

gentle, some are rough. Everyone is 

playful, but who's the best at hiding? 

One thing's certain: they all love a 

good bedtime story! The perfect 

picture book for little ones who are 

just beginning to make sense of their 

place in the world. 

 

Katherine Johnson is the 

mathematical genius who helped 

make the historic Apollo 11 moon 

landings possible and made sure that 

Apollo 13 returned home safely when 

the mission was in critical danger. 

 

 

 

Badgers are best. Or so Badger 

thinks. "If it’s not black and white then 

it’s just not right!" he says. But what if 

he’s wrong? 

A book about acceptance, 

difference and learning to say sorry. 

 

 

'This is an absolutely beautiful book. 

What I particularly love about it is 

that each illustration covers a 

double-page spread, picturing the 

theme of the poems concerned but 

without being too prescriptive, so 

that the reader's imagination can still 

roam. The poem-a-day approach 

means the book can be digested 

slowly, and I'm sure it will help to 

create very many young poetry and 

nature enthusiasts. 
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Sulwe's skin is the colour of midnight. 

She's darker than everyone in her 

family, and everyone at school. 
 
All she wants is to be beautiful and 

bright, like her mother and sister. 
 
Then a magical journey through the 

night sky opens her eyes and 

changes everything. 
 

 

Grace loves to act out stories. 

Sometimes she plays the leading 

part, sometimes she is 'a cast of 

thousands.' When her school decides 

to perform Peter Pan , Grace is 

longing to play Peter, but her 

classmates say that Peter was a boy, 

and besides, he wasn't black... But 

Grace's Ma and Nana tell her she 

can be anything she wants if she 

puts her mind to it... 

 

 

Featuring 40 trailblazing black 

women in the world's history, this 

book educates and inspires as it 

relates true stories of women who 

broke boundaries and exceeded all 

expectations. 
 including: 
Nurse Mary Seacole 
Politician Diane Abbott 
Mathematician Katherine Johnson 
Singer Shirley Bassey 

 

From rockets to mermaids and 

everything in between, there's 

something for everyone in this diverse 

and contemporary collection. 
 
Perfect for young children aged 4+ 

who are approaching poetry for the 

very first time, these poems can be 

performed out loud, shared with 

others or simply read in your head. 

Featuring award-winning poets, 

brand new voices, hip-hop artists 

and spoken-word performers, this is a 

wonderfully fresh, diverse and 

relevant new anthology that will get 

children laughing, thinking, sharing 

and performing! 
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The biggest names… the coolest 

sounds… the 40 most inspirational 

movers, shakers and innovators in 

black music are here! In this fun, fact-

packed book from the 40 Inspiring 

Icons series, learn how these black 

musicians changed music, from the 

creation of blues to the invention of 

rap. 
 
Meet the Godfather of Funk, the 

High Priestess of Soul and the King of 

Reggae. Learn how Marvin Gaye 

shaped the sound of Motown, how 

N.W.A. redefined rap and what 

made the Supremes, supreme. From 

Robert Johnson, who recorded one 

of the first examples of the blues in 

1936, to rap superstar Drake, whose 

2012 album Views spent 13 weeks at 

number one on the US Billboard 200, 

these are the 40 black artists to be 

listened to and learned about by all: 

 

A story about the triumph of hope, 

love, and determination,Coming to 

England is the inspiring true story of 

Baroness Floella Benjamin: from 

Trinidad, to London as part of the 

Windrush generation, to the House of 

Lords. 
 
Follow ten-year-old Floella as she 

and her family set sail from the 

Caribbean to a new life in London. 

Alone on a huge ship for two weeks, 

then tumbled into a cold and 

unfriendly London, coming to 

England wasn't at all what Floella 

had expected . . . What will her new 

school be like? Will she meet the 

Queen? 
 
Filled with optimism and joy, yet 

deeply personal and relevant, young 

children will follow Floella's 

experiences of moving home and 

making friends. Alongside vibrant 

illustrations by Diane Ewen, this 

powerful story shows little people 

how courage and determination 

can always overcome adversity. 

 
 

100 Brilliant Poems for 

Children by Paul 

Cookson 
A selection of fun, inspiring 

and diverse introduction to 

poetry for children. Not only 

are the classics of 

Shakespeare, Wordsworth 

and Whitman out in force, 

but Cookson also introduces 

the delights of brand new 

poetry. A collection to dip 

into to which both children 

and adults will relish. 
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The Spots and the Dots 

Helen Baugh 
The Spots live on one side of the hill. 

The Dots live on the other. Both are 

fearful and suspicious of the other, 

but are they really all that different? 

When a young Spot and a young 

Dot meet at the top of the hill, they 

are about to find out... 

Find the similarities in others, discover 

that fear is often based on 

ignorance, and celebrate 

difference. 

 

Please Mrs Butler 

Allan Ahlberg 

This witty collection of school 

poems, are full of typical 

classroom events that will be 

recognised and enjoyed by 

everyone - from never-ending 

projects, reading tests, quarrels, 

making-up, excuses and 'Please, 

Sir, it isn't fair', Please Mrs Butler 

accurately portrays everyday 

primary school life. 

 

Pele  

Maria Isabel Sanchez Vegara 

A book to discover the life of 

Pele, Brazil's all-time King of 

Football. 

This inspiring book features a 

biographical timeline with 

historical photos and a detailed 

profile of his life. 
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Hidden Figures by Margot 

Lee Shetterly. 
A book to explore the story of 

four female African American 

mathematicians at NASA, 

known as "coloured 

computers," and how they 

overcame gender and racial 

barriers to succeed in a highly 

challenging STEM-based 

career. 

 

Cautionary Verses by 

Hilaire Belloc 
An hilarious classic anthology 

of moral instruction for 

children. 
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Jaz Santos vs. The World 

A relatable, inclusive story 

about families, unlikely 

friendships and girl power. 

Children will relate to it 

because of the recent 

Women’s Football 

European Cup win and it 

also fits well with Black 

History Month and British 

Values  

 

 

 

The Lost Spells by 

RobertJaz Santos 

Macfarlane 

 

 


